Brookline Preservation Commission
Demolition Application Report

Address 129 University Road

Applicant 129 University Road Condominium
Building Type:  House(partial)

National Register Listing (if Applicable)NA

Historical/Architectural Significance:

The Craftsman style hona 129 University Roaevas built in 1915y John H. Lyons, a real estate developer. Lyons
resided at 145 University Road and built several homes in the area including 145 & 135 University Road and 57 Winthi
Road. Built into the hillside, the 2% story homds set behind and above the stieeel garage.Pedestrian access to the
side door is provided by a flight of concrete steps set into the terraced slope of th&hastlicco tad, twobayfacade
hasan offsettwo-story ertranceporchto the leftand atwo-story bay window to the rightExposedrafters line theeaves

of the slate hip roof, a detdilat is carried througto both the front and side entrance porches. The side pascbquare,
carved columns resting on low walls, lategable roofembellishedvith expogd framing and aarved pedanthanging

from the peak.

Visually and architecturally cohesive, this section of University Road is densely develope&iipneservedesidential
buildings constructed in a concentrated period in the eaflyc@ftury. Nearly all are woellame, freestanding, single
family houses in a variety ofolonial Revival, Spanish Colonial and Craftsneyles, 2 % stories high and typically
capped with hip roofs. Houses on the south side of the road are set farther back from and high above the street ol
slope of the hill; many othese have concrete garages built into the slope of the hill in front of the house. Low ston
retaining walls are common on the sidewalk edge of the south side of the street, as are long flights of landscape stair
the hill to the first floor level ofthe homes.Uniform setbacks and spacing create a continuous and rhythmic street edge,
pattern enhanced by consistent massing within the neighborhHeaininent porches, shallow bay windows, dormers,
grouped windows and hip roofs with bracketed eavesitcharacteristic design features.

129 University Road has undergone some alterations over the yrat888, a two story greenhouse was added to the
west elevation.ln 2011, the2 car parking area installed in 2005 waplaced with atreet leveR cargarage with a roof

deck on top and terraced landscaping in the side yatter changes include window replacements and painting of the

stucco.
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Thehouseat 129 University Roadnees the following criteria for an initial determination of significance:

c. The building is associated with one or more significant historic persons or events, or with the broad architectu
cultural, political, economic, or social history of the town on®nonwealth; and

d. The building is historically or architecturally significant in terms of its period, style, method of construction, or its
association with a significant architect or builder, either by itself or as part of a group of buildings.

The bulding at129 University Roadetairs integrity d location,design setting, feelingmaterialsandworkmanship
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Aerial view 0f129 University Roadlooking south.
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129 University Road, looking east on University Road

129 University Road, looking west on University Road

Page4 of 6
129 University Road
Partial DemolitionMarch 2021



West elevation, 129 University Road,
showing 2 story greenhouse
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